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TAGS: USISJC, EGEN, IS, US 

SUBJECT: US/ISRAEL JOINT COMMITTEE FOR TRADE AND INVESTMENT 

BEGIN UNCLAS 

1. THERE WERE STORIESIN PRESS OF MARCH 17, MAINLY FROM 
WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENTS, OF ISRAELI PAPERS, STATING THAT JOINT 
COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 19-20 HAD BEEN POSTPONED 
BECAUSE U.S. REFUSED TO INCLUDE A DENUNCIATION OF ARAB 
BOYCOTT IN COMMUNIQUE TO BE ISSUED BY TWO DELEGATIONS, ON 
MARCH 18 ALL PAPERS REPORTED THAT U.S. HAD AGREED TO INCLUDE 
LANGUAGE ON BOYCOTT IN COMMUNIQUE AND THAT FINANCE MINISTER 
RABINOWITZ WOULD BE GOING TO WASHINGTON FOR MEETING IN EITHER 
APRIL OR MAY. HAARETZ OF MARCH 18 WAS MORE SPECIFIC 
IN STORY FORM ITS WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT, WHO STATED 
THAT " SECRETARY SIMON HAD SENT MESSAGE TO SECRETARY KISSINGER 
REQUESTING APPROVAL OF LANGUAGE ON BOYCOTT TO BE INSERTED IN 
COMMUNIQUE." STORY ADDED THAT THIS LANGUAGE , ALTHOUGH 
CONSIDERABLY 

WEAKER THAN DESIRED BY GOI, WAS APPROVED BY 
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SECRETARY KISSINGER. 

2. IN BRIEFSTATEMENT TO PRESS LATE MARCH 17, MINISTRY 

OF FINANCE SPOKESMAN DENIED THAT POLICY DIFFERENCES HAD 
CAUSED POSTPONEMENT OF MEETING. HE SAID THAT IT HAD 
SIMPLY BEEN DECIDED TO DELAY MEETING UNTIL AFTER SECRETARY'S 
CURRENT NEGOTIATIONSARE COMPLETED AND BOTH SECRETARY 
AND AMBASSADOR KINITZ ARE BACK IN WASHINGTON. END UNCLAS 

BEGIN LOU. 

3. COMMENT. AGMON DG, MINISTRY OF FINANCE.TOLD 

EMBOFF THAT DELAY WILL ALLOW MORE TIME TO PREPARE FOR SUCCESSFUL 
MEETING. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD FROM ISRAELI EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON THAT DATE IN MAY MIGHT BE FIRST OPPORTUNITY FOR 
MEETING GIVE SECRETARY SIMON'S TIGHT SCHEDULE IN APRIL. 

END LOU 
KEATING 
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